Since the early 20th century, the Dutch social housing provision has accumulated a wealth of practical experience. This paper discusses the evolution of the unique policies and social housing systems within more than a hundred years in the Netherlands, and the distinct roles of the governments and social housing organizations in different historical periods. Accompanied by the decentralization process and real estate development, the social housing organizations have gradually become economically independent and been the main actor in social housing construction. Furthermore, rent control and the housing subsidy system have promoted the development of social housing in the Netherlands. In the past few years, China has accelerated the construction of indemnificatory housing, in which public rental housing will play an increasingly important role. However, the provision of public rental housing in Chinese big cities has currently encountered many issues ranging from land shortage to financial and management difficulties. The experience of social housing construction in the Netherlands may provide a reference for Chinese public rental housing policy. 

